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BAHRAIN’s Health 
Ministry is facing legal 
action following the 
death of a 12-year-old 
girl, who was allegedly 
the victim of medical 
negligence.

One of Bahrain’s main 
political groups has also 
demanded the resignation 
of Health Minister Sadiq 
Al Shehabi after Bahraini 
Fatima Ali Hussain died 
on Sunday, allegedly as a 
result of a botched proce-
dure at Salmaniya Medical 
Complex (SMC).

Two medics have already 
been suspended while an 
investigation is carried out 
into her death.

She died just over two 
weeks after a routine proce-
dure to treat an ovarian cyst 
went horribly wrong.

Fatima never regained 
consciousness after an oxy-
gen tube was inserted down 
her oesophagus instead of 
her trachea during laparo-
scopic surgery, according to 
a senior doctor on duty at 
the time.
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As a result, her brain was 
deprived of oxygen and she 
suffered cardiorespiratory 
arrest, a Health Ministry medi-
cal report stated.

It said a trainee anaesthet-
ist was responsible for wrong 
insertion of the tube.

Fatima died on the same day 
that she was supposed to join 
her classmates on their first day 
back at school.

She had apparently been 
looking forward to getting back 
to lessons at Al Khaleej Al 
Arabi Intermediate School for 
Girls, in Riffa, following the 
summer holiday.

“Fatima used to get good 
grades and was friendly with 
everyone,” said her aunt, who 
asked not to be named.

She added Fatima’s family 
was still struggling to come to 
terms with their loss.

“Her new schoolbag, books 
and shoes were all ready as 
Fatima was happy to get good 
grades and move to grade 
eight,” she said.

“It was a big day for all of us, 

like any Bahraini family, but 
she could not make it and died 
on the same day that schools 
reopened.

“Now it’s a nightmare for 
the family, but we will not give 
up our fight to ensure that all 
medical staff behind this blun-
der will be punished.”

Fatima was buried on 
Sunday at Riffa cemetery and 
is survived by her parents and 
five siblings: two brothers aged 
15 and eight and three sisters 
aged 20, 18 and one. 

“We do not want more 
Fatimas to die in Bahrain and 
demand justice from authori-
ties,” added her aunt.

She said the family was co-
ordinating with independent 
activist Salman Nasser, who 
has formed the Fatima Defence 
Committee to follow the case.

Mr Nasser told the GDN yes-
terday that lawyers and legal 
experts were being asked to 
contact the family so as to 
file a case against the Health 
Ministry.

“This is really unfortunate 
that we lost this little girl 
because of medical negli-

gence.”
“ W e 

w o u l d 
like to 
i n v i t e 
all inter-
e s t e d 
lawyers to contact us to file a 
lawsuit against the Ministry.”

Meanwhile, National Unity 
Assembly vice-president Dr 
Naji Al Arabi demanded the 
resignation of Health Minister 
Sadiq Al Shehabi.

“The Health Minister should 

have arranged a Press confer-
ence to come out and speak 
about the case to inform the 
public, which did not happen,” 
he said. 

“We demand the minister to 
resign from the post immedi-
ately.”

Both the Ministry and the 
National Health Regulatory 
Authority have launched 
their own investigations 
in Fatima’s case and are 
expected to make their find-
ings public. 
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Health Ministry may 
be sued over
girl’s death
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TWO ambitious interns were treated to an 
awards ceremony in recognition of their hard 
work over the summer.

Henna Ansari and Zahra Al Oraibi, from 

Bahrain Polytechnic, took part in a six week 
internship at Servcorp.

The ceremony was held at the company’s 
headquarters at the Bahrain Financial Harbour.
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