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MoU inked by Dr. Rabeeullah, and son of Abu Dhabi Crown Prince

Bahrain, Saudi 
discuss media 
cooperation
Jeddah

Information Affairs Minister 
Ali bin Mohammed 

Al-Rumaihi hailed the deep-
rooted fraternal relations 
binding Bahrain and Saudi 
Arabia, stressing the solid 
historic ties between their 
leaders, as well as the unity of 
history, language, kinship and 
common destiny. 

This came as he met Saudi 
Minister of Culture and 
Information Dr. Adel bin Zaid 
Al-Tarifi in Jeddah yesterday 
out of joint keenness on 
further strengthening bilateral 
relations, led by His Majesty 
King Hamad bin Isa Al Khalifa 
and Custodian of the Two Holy 
Mosques King Salman bin 
Abdulaziz Al-Saud.

He congratulated Dr. 
Al-Tarifi on the inauguration 
of the new Saudi Press Agency 
(SPA) headquarters and the 
establishment of the General 
Commission for Culture under 
the royal directives to develop 
and restructure government 
departments. The two sides 
discussed media cooperation 
and focused particularly 
on exchanging human and 
technical expertise, news 
and information and joint 
production of programmes.

Joel Indrupati

Wide Angle

“Two-thirds of all the stars, which have names, have 
Arabic names”.

This came as a big surprise to me when I watched a video 
forwarded to me, by my office colleague.

In the video was Neil deGrasse Tyson, the narrator of the 
fascinating TV series ‘Cosmos: A Spacetime Odyssey’ and 
the Director of the Hayden Planetarium of New York City.

He was giving the rationale behind the naming of stars, 
saying that most of the stars were given Arabic names simply 
because it was the Muslim scientists who had discovered 
them. In what was called the ‘Golden Age of Islam’.

According to him, roughly between 800 AD and 1300 
AD, the scientific, economic and cultural flourishing in the 
Islamic world contributed tremendously to the global body 
of knowledge.

Scholars and scientists of Cairo, Aleppo and Baghdad were 
always extending the frontiers of knowledge.

Large libraries and astronomical observatories had become 
common place at that time, facilitating discourse and debate.  

Actually, for a religion like Islam, which marks all its 
months by the waxing and the waning of the moon, why 
will it not have wise men always studying the mesmerising 
night sky?

This week, on 14 May 2016, the world commemorated the 
‘International Astronomy Day’.

And while it is fascinating to learn about the contribution 
of Islam to astronomy, during its golden age, it is saddening 
to see that its contribution has not been much in the recent 
past.

In those glorious days, Islamic scholarship and scientific 
inquiry was considered to be of such great importance that 
scores of Greek, Indian and Persian texts were brought, 
translated into Arabic and preserved, as references, in the 
libraries of the City of Baghdad.

The growing influence of Arabic at that time, did not 
desist the Islamic scholars and scientists from embracing 
knowledge from other cultures and languages.

Sadly, today, if we go by the 2016 “World University 
Rankings” of Times Higher Education (THE), which gives 
a listing of the best global universities, we will be shocked at 
the lack of universities, from the Islamic world.

An article titled “The Kingdom is King” (The Economist, 
2 April 2016), says that King Abdulaziz University, of Saudi 
Arabia, is the only university that has barely made it into the 
global top 300.

With performance tables judging universities on their 
core missions - teaching, research, knowledge transfer and 
international outlook - these rankings give us a picture of 
academic rigour, or the lack of it, in the region.

Among the problems is not just the low focus on Science 
and Math, but also the English language.

Today, whether I like the English language or not, I 
cannot deny that, globally, English language has become all 
pervasive. And the enormous knowledge available in this 
language is completely inaccessible to those refusing to learn 
the language.

I find it hard to understand why many Middle Eastern 
and Arabian Gulf governments are not investing more effort 
into primary education, so that English is taught, alongside 
Arabic.  

In many GCC states, most government schools still give 
less attention to it.

I admit that the use of Arabic on the Internet, and in the 
books has definitely increased. But the fact remains that 
much of the world is available mostly in English.

We know that children are capable of learning three to 
four languages at the same time. And we should let them try.

Who knows? From reciting “Twinkle Twinkle Little Star”, 
some may go on to actually reach the real stars.

The Starry Reach of 
Islamic Science 

(The views and opinions expressed in this article are those of the author and 
do not necessarily reflect the policy or position of this newspaper.)
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Saudi Arabia-based health 
care network Shifa Al 

Jazeera Group signed an 
agreement with Shaikh 
Hamdan bin Mohammed bin 
Zayed Al Nahyan, son of Abu 
Dhabi Crown Prince, to build 
five super specialty hospitals 
in the UAE. At a ceremony 
held at Emirates Palace Hotel 
Abu Dhabi yesterday, Dr. 
K.T. Mohammed Rabeeh 
Rabeeullah, Chairman 
of Royal Shifa Group, 
singed the memorandum 
of understanding (MoU) 
with Shaikh Hamdan bin 
Mohammed bin Zayed Al 
Nahyan.

 “We are building the 
hospitals with the same world 
class standard which the 
UAE provides for its people. 
I thank the rulers of the UAE 

and its people for providing 
us the best opportunity to 
serve the country,” Shifa Al 
Jazeera Group Chairman 
Dr. KT Mohammed Rabeeh 
Rabeeullah said. 

On this occasion, Shifa Al 
Jazeera Group announced 
charity work worth 100 million 
rupees in Indian State of 
Kerala for the coming three 
years. Education for the poor 

children, medical care and 
home for the needy people, 
and food for all are the projects 
involved in it. 

Excellence Award announced 
Shifa Al Jazeera Group 
announced the 17th Shifa 
Excellence awards. The 
winners are as follows-- 
Lifetime Achievement Award: 
Padmabhushan Dr. KJ Yesudas. 
(Singer). Achievement 
awards: Dr. VP Gangadharan 
(Renowned Oncologist 
and Philanthropist), M. 
Jayachandran (National Award 
winning music director), 
Saleem Ahmed (National 
Award winning film director), 
Sidhique (South Indian film 
actor), Dr. Uma Preman (Social 
activist), Kamal Varadoor 
(Sports journalist), Anwar 
Moidheen (Journalist) and 
Vava Suresh (Social activist).

 The award consists of a 
memento and five hundred 
thousand Indian rupees. 
Lifetime Achievement Award 
consists of a memento and one 
million Indian rupees. The 
award ceremony will be held in 
Muscat on December 30. 

Prominent political leaders 
such as PK. Kunjalikutty, 
Kodiyeri Balakrishnan, actors 
Mammooty and Dulquar 
Salman and industrialist Dr. 
Anil pillai are among the guest 
of honours.
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Mergers and acquisitions 
in the Middle East will 

not be affected by the gloom 
in the oil price. About 37 pc 
of the Middle East and North 
Africa (MENA) executives, 
who participated in a recent 
survey by EY, expressed their 
confidence in pursuing merger 
and acquisition deals in the 
next 12 months.

The latest edition of EY 
Capital Confidence Barometer 
(CCB) says that the first quarter 
of 2016 saw a jump of 43 pc in 
MENA domestic deal volume, 
rising from 21 deals in Q1 2015 
to 30 deals in Q1 2016.

In MENA, distressed asset 
sales are playing a more 
prominent role in deal-
making, largely because of a 
tightening of capital. Within 
many countries, governments 
are being given priority access 

to available capital, leaving 
less capital available to private 
enterprises, and particularly 
family-owned businesses, says 
the report.

According to Phil Gandier, 
EY, “SMEs in MENA are being 
forced to take a hard look at 
their portfolios and shed any 
non-core assets in an effort to 
either shore up their balance 
sheets to weather any economic 
uncertainties or release cash to 
fund potential M&A activity. 
We are starting to see more 
portfolio review/optimization 
initiatives than we ever seen in 
the MENA region and this will 
drive M&A activity.”

But, the buyer valuations 
of assets rather than sellers’ 
are getting more importance. 
Disruptive trends, such as 
changes in consumer behavior, 
have more than one third of 
MENA companies looking 
for middle market deals that 

can transform their businesses 
to compete in a changing 
consumer landscape. 

In addition to pursuing 
transformative deals that enable 
MENA companies to adapt to 
shifting customer sentiment, 
MENA executives are focusing 
on organic strategies to attract 
and retain customers to drive 
growth. The research group 
expects the M&A market in 
MENA to continue its growth 
and forecasts that US$50 
billion to US$60 billion annual 
M&A market will continue 
solid growth.

Dr. K.T.  Rabeeullah

Phil Gandier, EY

Mergers, acquisitions 
unfazed by crisis: Survey 

About 37 pc of MENA executives, who 
participated in a recent survey by EY, 

expressed their confidence in  
pursuing merger and acquisition  

deals in the next 12 months

“We are building 
the hospitals with 

the same world 
class standard 
which the UAE 
provides for its 

people”

DT News Network
Manama

The two-day 4th Social 
Media Masters Forum 

will be launched tomorrow, 
announced Social Media Club 
Bahrain. 

It will be attended by 34 
US and international experts 
in the field of social media, 
entrepreneurship, digital 
marketing, branding, training 
and leadership.

The Forum is held under 
the patronage of Shaikh 
Hesham bin Abdulrahman 
Al Khalifa, Capital Governor, 
in collaboration with Applied 
Science University and Legend 
PAPI.

Head of Social Media Club 
Ali Sabkar said the forum is 
an unprecedented opportunity 
for members of the club and 
other participants working in 
the field of social media and 
entrepreneurship to meet 
speakers who are international 
experts.

He expressed his keenness 
for the Social Media Club to 
invest in the presence of these 
international speakers at the 
forum programme, which 
includes panel discussions 
and workshops. He called for 

people to invest every minute 
of their time to learn something 
new and gain a new skill from 
these speakers, explaining that 
the Social Media Club is ready 
to push this forum to what it 
is worth.

Sabkar confirmed that the 
club’s success in attracting 
the number of international 
speakers and experts reflects 
on the advanced position 

reached by the Kingdom on its 
level of entrepreneurship and 
openness to global experience 
in this field, pointing out 
that the broad participation 
of the forum also reflects on 
the enthusiasm of youths in 
Bahrain.

Sabkar mentioned the 
importance of the presence of 
entrepreneurs, students and 
professionals in the forum in 
order to network with each 
other.

“The forum headlines a 
wide range of topics and 
showcases summarised 
experiments that gives the 
participants the objective 
of continuing research, 
besides conversing about the 
topics and communicating 
with the speakers to ensure 
the participant’s effective 
professional progress,” he 
added.
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Polytechnic graduate wins
GPCA’s prestigious award
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Amal Al Saffar won ‘Rising Star in The Supply Chain Award’ for her final graduation project

The 4th Social Media Masters Forum will 
be attended by 34 US and international 

experts in the field of social media, 
entrepreneurship, digital marketing, 

branding, training and leadership
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Bahrain Polytechnic 
International Management 

and Logistics graduate Amal 
Al Saffar has won the Gulf 
Petrochemical and Chemical 
Association’s (GPCA) “Rising 
Star in The Supply Chain” 
Award for 2016 for her final 
graduation project.

The Award recognises 
institutions and talents 
working in the field that show  
leadership and innovation 
in this area, and which is of 
benefit and interest to the 
region’s Petrochemical sector.

Bahrain Polytechnic 
Chairman Shaikh Hisham bin 
Abdulaziz Al Khalifa stated 
that the graduates provided 
the best proof of the extent 
of their competence and skills 
required in the market. This 
made them the first choice 
for major institutions and 

business owners locally, 
regionally and internationally, 
he added.

 “Amal is not only a 
perfect example of Bahrain 
Polytechnic graduates 
efficiency and worthiness, 
but also a perfect example 
of Bahrain’s youth in their 
pursuit of excellence,” Shaikh 

Hisham said.
The statement came during 

the honouring ceremony of 
Al Saffar, who has won the 
prestigious award for her 
final graduation project that 
she conducted during her 
industrial training period at 
Gulf Petrochemicals Industry 
Company (GPIC).

The ceremony was 
also attended by Bahrain 
Polytechnic Chief Executive 
Officer Dr. Mohamed 
Ebrahim Al Aseeri who also 
congratulated Al Saffar and 
praised her achievement 
that raises the name of the 
Kingdom on a global scale.

During the ceremony, 
Al Saffar commended the 
problem solving, dialogue 
and debate teaching methods 
adapted at the Polytechnic, 
which encourages innovation 
and creativity. She also 
addressed her appreciation 
to his Shaikh Hisham on this 

gesture, which encourages her 
to aim higher and work toward 
bigger accomplishments. She 
also thanked CEO Dr. Al 
Aseeri for his support and 
encouragement throughout 
her studies at the Polytechnic 
and his follow-ups since she 
graduated.

Al Saffar said that her 
project focused on eco-
friendly logistics and road 
transport industry activities 
and that her studies at the 
Polytechnic along with her 
training at GPIC has given 
her confidence to participate 
in the contest and compete 

with applicants from other 
countries.

The “Rising Star Award 
in the Supply Chain” gives 
students an opportunity to 
provide quality innovative 
research projects or ideas to 
the business community in the 
area of the supply chain in the 
Arabian Gulf region.

Winners were selected from 
among 22 participants from 
across the GCC and were 
divided into four categories. 
The winners were honoured 
during the GPCA annual 
supply chain forum held in 
Dubai recently.

Bahrain Polytechnic Chairman Shaikh Hisham bin Abdulaziz Al 
Khalifa honours Amal Al Saffar

4th Social Media Masters 
Forum to be held tomorrow

Ali Sabkar


