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It is not enough to have 
a good mind; the main 
thing is to use it well.
— Rene Descartes

Web Media students of Bahrain 
Polytechnic dominated the 2014 

Red Carpet Short film competition by 
bagging both the first and second prizes. 

“Carousel” directed by Web Media 
students of Bahrain Polytechnic won the 
first prize and Marwa Hanahi bagged 
the second prize. 

Best actress award went to fourth year 
Web Media student Dalal Ajlan for her 

outstanding performance in “Carousel”, 
a film that explores complex themes of 
subconscious and virtual reality. 

Award ceremony of the 
competition with attracted more 
than 150 participants was held at 
Cinema 20 in Bahrain’s City Centre. 

Winning works were screened 
during the occasion. 

Dr. Owen Gallagher, who created 
the film production component for 
the degree, said he was pleased to see 
so many Polytechnic students entering 
the competition and applying their 

skills in such creative and original 
ways.

 “Our students have been absolutely 
brilliant in coming up with this film. 
It just goes to show how creative they 
are, and they deserve to be recognized 
for their work,” said Dr. Mohamed 

Al Aseeri, Acting CEO of Bahrain 
Polytechnic. 

The short film competition 
is a yearly event organised by the 
General Organization for Youth 
and Sports (GOYS) and sponsored 
by Supreme Council for Youth and 
Sport Chairman and Bahrain Olympic 
Committee President HH Shaikh 
Nasser bin Hamad Al Khalifa. 

Reels of talents at short film festival
Dr. Mohamed Al-Aseeri (Middle), Acting CEO, with the students who won the Red Carpet Competition.

THE SOUND OF MUSIC 

With a captivating storyline, 
The Sound of Music has 

thrilled audiences for generations. 
And now, St Christopher’s Junior 
School students will be bringing 
this award-winning story to life. 

After  his wife’s  death, Captain  
Von  Trapp  rules  his  home with 
military  discipline,  causing  his  
seven children to lose out on much 
needed joy and love. Maria, a free 
spirited nun living in a convent, 
is in a similarly restrictive and 
unfulfilling situation. 

Maria decides to leave the convent 
and takes on the role of governess of 
the nearby Von Trapp household in 
Salzburg. Through music, song and 
various fun outings, Maria gives 

the Von Trapp children a taste of a 
more fulfilling and joyous life than 
they have ever known, and they 
come to love her very dearly. The 
Captain grows closer to his children 
too, coming to understand the value 
and beauty of the freedoms that 
Maria has given them. 

“We are very proud of the 
extremely high standard of our 
school productions and go to 
great efforts to ensure they are as 
professional as possible  – rehearsals 
are going  “superbly well”,” says 
Suzi Patrick,  Music  Teacher  and  
Subject  Leader  at  the  Junior  
School. 

 “The Sound of Music” was 
first written and performed as a 

Broadway musical in 1959, it later 
became a movie, and a well-loved 
family classic in 1965. The movie 
featured Julie Andrews in the 
starring role of Maria. 

Suzi commented on the personal 
ties to the School: “We have a 
Student in the Junior School who is 
a distant relative to Julie Andrews  
–  and I myself studied in her 
home town of Leeds! She really has 
become an inspiration to so many 
people.”

The performances will take place 
at 18.30 pm on the 16th and 17th of 
June. Tickets are priced at BD3 and 
both shows are open to the public. 
Proceeds will be used for supporting 
the School and to the benefit students.
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Science 
Alive

History of the Soccer Ball

Throughout history 
humans have kicked 

a ball around, it’s almost 
instinctive. Early balls 
ranged from stitched up 
cloth to animal skin stuffed 
with grass and inflated pig 
bladders. 

Bladder balls weren’t 
much good as their size and 
roundness, and therefore 
their behaviour, depends on 
the shape of the bladder. The 
big breakthrough came in 
1836 when Charles Goodyear 
patented vulcanized rubber 
and, in 1855, first made balls 
with regularly-shaped rubber 
bladders. 

Although the size of the 
ball has remained unchanged 
since 1872 (circumference 
of 68.6 cm to 71.1 cm) the 
material from which it is 
made, and the design of 
the panels, have changed 
dramatically. 

In the early 1900s the 
bladders were covered 
with heavy brown leather 
arranged in six panels of 
three strips each.   These 
balls were alright for kicking 
but painful to head due to 
the heavy stitching and the 
tendency of the leather to 
absorb water, which makes 
the balls heavier. Eventually 
synthetic paint was used to 
waterproof the leather.  

Fully synthetic balls, 

mainly made from 
polyurethane, were first 
produced from the 1960s but 
only replaced leather balls in 
the 1980s. Today all soccer 
balls are made from synthetic 
leather patches machine sewn 
together in a design based 
on the ‘buckyball’ created 
by the American architect 
Richard Buckminster Fuller, 
who came up with the 
design when he was trying 
to find a way to construct 
buildings using a minimum 
of materials.

The buckyball comprises 
20 hexagons (six-sided 
panels) and 12 pentagons 
(five–sided).  When they are 
sewn together and inflated 
they make a near perfect 
sphere. The first official 
World Cup buckyball was 
the ‘Adidas Telstar’ used 
in the 1970 tournament in 
Mexico. 

The ball being used in the 
2014 World Cup in Brazil is 
also a buckyball with stylish 
overlaid panels, which has 
been named ‘Brazuca’, a term 
that describes the national 
pride in the Brazilian way of 
life. All Brazuca balls, which 
weigh 437 grams and have 
a circumference of 69 cm, 
are made by ‘Forward Sports’ 
in Pakistan. They have been 
tested by over 600 footballers 
including Lionel Messi, 
Iker Casillas and Zinedine 
Zidane. 

Don’t miss the temporary 
display in the Bahrain 
Science Centre on the 
‘Science of the Soccer Ball’.

Prof. Mike Bruton

MTE Studios Director, 

Bahrain Science 
Centre

A STRONG 
BOND

The Gymnastics Academy at 
the British School of Bahrain 

is hosting its second Gymnastics 
competition since opening in 
April 2012. Last year the school 
hosted a competition between 
two gymnastics clubs on the 
island to help raise the profile of 
gymnastics. 

 This year the number of 
gymnasts have been steadily 
increasing so the school has 

elected to host a club competition 
in order to celebrate the 
achievements of the gymnasts 
this year.

Today, 110 Gymnasts from 
3-13 years will be competing on 
Floor, Beam, Bars, Vault and 
Trampette. 

In each round first, second 
and third place will be awarded 
in each discipline, in addition to 
an Overall Round winner. 

Trophies will also be awarded 
to gymnasts whom the coaching 
team have nominated as ‘Most 
Improved’ and ‘Most Dedicated’ 
in their category over the course 
of this year.

The day will be structured as 
follows:

8:45 Round 1: Novice 3-4 
years Mixed

9:40 Round 2: Novice 5-7 years 
Girls and Novice 5-7 years Boys

11:40 Round 3: Novice 7-9 
years Girls and Novice 8+ years 
Boys

13:40 Round 4: Novice 9+ 
years Girls and Novice 4-5 years 
Mixed

15:45 Round 5: Intermediate 
Girls and Advanced Mixed

Presentations for the 
competition medals and trophies 
will occur at the end of each 
round.

BSB gymnastics competition

“Build a strong 
bond with your 

children” is what Asha 
Thomas Fenn, Corporate 
Consultant and Academic 
Advisor,  strongly 
recommends and urges 
the teachers to constantly 
adhere to. 

Asha Thomas Fenn, 
the Chief Speaker at 
the Staff Development 
Programme organised by 
The New Indian School, 
addressed the teaching 
staff on rendering a child-
centered education. 

She opines a teacher 

must take utmost care 
while handling a child. 

“Children are just like 
crystal. If not handled 
properly, they may 
shatter”. 

So, it is important for 
a teacher to use the right 
words as “Words have 

got the power to build 
a person, or break a 
person”. 

Director and Principal, 
Dr. V. Gopalan, School 
Coordinator Soumi 
Mondal, administrative 
and teaching staff were 
present on the occasion. 


