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Introduction 

This report has been developed to fulfil the requirements of Bahrain Polytechnic Royal Decree No. 
(65) Issued in 2008: Article No. (14):  
 

Prepare and present periodic but at least quarterly reports to the Board on the activity of the 
Polytechnic and its progress of work, as well as achievements against developed plans and 
programs, and determine obstacles which impede performance and proposed solutions to 
overcome such obstacles, unless the Board determines a shorter frequency period for such 
reports. (Royal Decree No.65, 2008) 

 
During 2019 number of significant milestones were achieved:  

- 246 students have graduated from different bachelor academic degrees. Our graduates 

have achieved high level rates in having appropriate jobs in the labour market. The 

cumulative employment rate of our graduates reached about 80% after 12 months from 

the date of graduation to support the national economy. 

 

- The number of students registered in Bahrain Polytechnic in all academic programs in the 

year 2019 raised to 2738 comparing to the year 2018 which reached 2488. With increase 

of 250 students to meet the needs of the future job market of graduates. While the 

number of students admitted in 2019 reached around 590. 

 

- Lƴ ŎƻƭƭŀōƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ aƛŎǊƻǎƻŦǘ ŀƴŘ Iƛǎ IƛƎƘƴŜǎǎ {ƘΦ YƘŀƭƛŘΩs Media Office, Bahrain 

Polytechnic hosted the closing ceremony for the 2nd Sh. Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa 

Competition for Innovation in Artificial Intelligence at the campus on the 9th of April 2019. 

The competition tested the participants abilities to create innovative projects that use one 

or more of the Microsoft Azure features for Artificial Intelligence. 

 

- The Economic Development Board (EDB) sponsored six members of the game 

development community to represent Bahrain at the Tokyo Game Show 2019, with the 

help of Tamkeen. Bahrain Polytechnic graduates Mahmood Alsarhani and Noof Abdulla, 

student Omar Alshaiji were all present at the show that took place on the 12th of 

September 2019. 

 

- The 4th Bahrain Game Jam commenced at Bahrain Polytechnic Hall 12 on Thursday 5th 

December 2019 with over 40 participants signing up within 18 teams, all competing for 

lucrative prizes over a period of 48 hours of intensive game development. 1st Place 

(1000BD) was awarded to 3Polygons (Nasser Omran and Sawsan Alaradi (Web Media 

ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜǎύ ŀƴŘ ¢ŀǊƛǉ !Φ {ŀƳŀŘ aƻƘŀƳƳŜŘύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƎŀƳŜ ά{Ǉƛǘ hǳǘέΣ нƴŘ tƭŀŎŜ όслл.5ύ 

ǿŀǎ ŀǿŀǊŘŜŘ ǘƻ {ƘǳǊƻƻǉ WǳƳŀ ό²Ŝō aŜŘƛŀ ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘŜύ ŦƻǊ ƘŜǊ ƎŀƳŜ άWŜƭƭƛŜǎέΦ 
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- Three Bahrain Polytechnic students participated in the "Seeds of the Future" HUAWEI 

program this summer. The trip to China took place between the 20th of July and 

the 3rd of August 2019.  

 

- Year 1 and 2 of Business Faculty won the Third Place in Bahrain Women Hackathon. The 

sustainability initiative concept through the development of an application that recycles 

domestic waste and reduces the utilities bill. 

 
  

- Bahrain Polytechnic Banking and Finance Graduate Fatima Al Haddad won the Ernst and 

Young (EY) Corporate Finance Woman of the year 2019 competition. This competition 

recognizes women currently studying at university level or equivalent with the potential 

to have a fulfilling career in EY Transaction Advisory Services (TAS). 

 

- As part of Bahrain Polytechnic implementation of the Higher Education Council National 

Research Strategy 2014-2020, Tutor of School of Business at Bahrain Polytechnic 

participated at the 18th European Conference on e-Learning (ECEL) in early November 

2019, which was hosted by Aalborg University, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

 
 

- 3 students at Bahrain Polytechnic continue in the Widening Participation Pilot which 

provides an opportunity for students with learning differences to participate in modified 

courses at the Polytechnic, and to improve their specific readiness for employment 

opportunities. The 3 students have been doing work related tasks here on campus. 

Collaboration with the CEC and Dr Rania of Alia School is underway to find suitable 

internship opportunities for the 3 students. 

 

- Bahrain PoƭȅǘŜŎƘƴƛŎ Ƙŀǎ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ŀƴ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ƧǳŘƎƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ άaŜŜǘǎ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ŀǎǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 

ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜƳŜƴǘǎέ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ 9ŘǳŎŀǘƛƻƴ ϧ ¢ǊŀƛƴƛƴƎ vǳŀƭƛǘȅ !ǳǘƘƻǊƛǘȅ ό.v!ύΦ va!t ƘŀŘ 

undertaken BQA Institutional Review Cycle two that held on April 2019. The report 

received on September stated that that Bahrain polytechnic addressed all eight Standards. 

 
 

- QMAP developed Bahrain Polytechnic Widening Participation Framework. This exercise 

has been done after arranging number of visits to key players in supporting special needs 

such as Tamkeen, Ministry of Education, Children Academy School and Alia for Early 

Intervention School. 
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- The Bahrain Polytechnic Planning Framework has been established and developed, it 

identifies the processes to plan and manage sustainable future growth and development 

of the institution. 

 

- In 2019, 42 staff received incentives and 29 staff contract renewals. 137 free of cost 

training courses offered to staff. 

 

- Number of Infostructure projects have been developed such as, Receiving Building 32 

from UOB. Planning and designing started to occupy the building for the program of Web 

Media Coordination with the Ministry of Works regarding the upgrade of internal roads 

and building 19. Moreover, new Restaurant suppliers in BP Campus such as Brown café ς 

Block 19 - 2nd Floor - LLC section, Kuche Kusheri ς Cabin C9 and Dose Café - B.19- 2nd 

Floor -Food Court. 

 

- ICT has installed and configured BigBlueButton on Moodle. BigBlueButton is an open 

source web conferencing solution for online learning that provides real-time sharing of 

audio, video, slides, whiteboard, chat and screen, it also allows to record all content. 

 

- ICT has been managing and coordinating the upgrade of Library Learning Centre system 

millennium to Sierra with the vendor in collaboration with LLC team. They also been 

supporting BP events by creating websites to promote the events as well as to be used for 

online registration that support online payment. 

 

- ICT has successfully replaced 827 out of 950 old computers with higher specs and image 

updates, where most of these computers went to the specialized and generic labs. As well 

as replaced 100 out of 250 staff old Laptops with a newer higher spec. Besides, they had 

ǎǳŎŎŜǎǎŦǳƭƭȅ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǳǎŜŘ ǿƛǊŜƭŜǎǎ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ άL999улнΦммƴέ with a newer and 

ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜŘ ǘŜŎƘƴƻƭƻƎȅ ά²ƛŦƛрέΦ 

 
The report sets out these and other Bahrain Polytechnic activities and achievements in the light of 2019 
targets identified in the strategic plan. Furthermore, it highlights the obstacles and provides solutions. 
It consists of two parts:      
 
Part 1: Corporate and Academic Activities and Progress of work 
Part 2: Performance Challenges and Proposed Solutions 
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Part 1:  

Corporate and Academic Activities and Progress of Work   
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Academic Activities 
This section outlines key achievements and activities related to the Faculty of EDICT, Faculty of 
Business and School of Foundation.  

Faculty of EDICT 
Overview of our Faculty Activities in the Year 2019 

The following report details the operations, achievements and strategic goals contributions 
of the EDICT Faculty during the calendar year 2019. The contents of the report are categorized 
under the following sections: 

1. Quality assurance of the Programmes: Progress of the accreditation process and the 

NQF placement of the Programmes. In addition, the offering of a new Programme in 

Electrical Engineering Technology is implemented in September 2019. 

2. Students and Staff of the Faculty: Presentation of the increase in student numbers 

ŀŎǊƻǎǎ ǘƘŜ CŀŎǳƭǘȅΩǎ tǊƻƎǊŀƳƳŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎ ƛǘ ǇƭŀŎŜǎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǘƻ ǎǘŀŦŦ 

ratios and the increased teaching workloads, given that the staff numbers have been 

kept constant. 

3. Infrastructure and Equipment: It highlights the expansion in facilities and the 

purchasing of laboratory equipment and computers. 

4. Programme Activities: Presentation of the Project Exhibitions of the graduating 

students and the positive impact on the reputation of the Programmes. 

5. Community Engagement:  Organization and participation in events that promote the 

reputation of the Faculty and contribute to the social and economic growth of the 

Kingdom of Bahrain. 

6. Student and Staff achievements: Presentation of the achievements of our students, 

alumni and academic staff. 

7. Research activities: Presentation of the publications or other research ς related work 

of our staff members or our students. 

8. /ƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ {ǘǊŀǘŜƎƛŎ DƻŀƭǎΥ tǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴǘǊƛōǳǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ CŀŎǳƭǘȅΩǎ 

activities towards the fulfilment of the strategic goals of the institution. 

Quality Assurance for the EDICT Programmes 

Progress on International Accreditation 
All Programmes of the EDICT Faculty have initiated the accreditation process with International 
Accreditation Bodies as shown in the table below: 

Table 1: Progress regarding the accreditation of the EDICT Programmes 

Programme Name International 
Accreditation Body 

Progress 

Bachelor of ICT 

(Programming, 

British Computer Society  

(UK) 

Application to BCE was completed and 

sent. PRs were submitted and approved by 
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Databases, Networking, 

Management and 

Information Systems)  

MoF. The Pre-Accreditation Visit is 

scheduled for March 2020.  

It was not possible to conduct the pre-

accreditation visit within 2019 since the 

MoF approval process took longer than 

expected. 

Bachelor of Engineering 

Technology 

(Mechanical, 

Electronics, Electrical) 

Institute of Engineering 

and Technology (IET) and 

Institute of Mechanical 

Engineers (IMechE) 

(ECUK) 

ω Lƴƛǘƛŀƭ ǇǊƻ-forma for IMechE completed 

ω twǎ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ submitted for initial 

review and advisory visit 

ω Lƴƛǘƛŀƭ L9¢ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀǘƛƻƴ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ 

to be submitted soon (July 2019) 

ω мǎǘ ŀŘǾƛǎƻǊȅ L9¢ Ǿƛǎƛǘ ƛǎ ŜȄǇŜŎǘŜŘ ƛƴ 

December 2019 

Bachelor of Web Media Chartered Society of 

Designers (UK) 

Mapping has been completed.  PRs have 

been submitted for initial review and 

advisory visit. Pre-accreditation Visit is 

scheduled for the week of 16th ς 20th of 

February 2020. 

It was not possible to conduct the pre-

accreditation visit within 2019 since the 

MoF approval process took longer than 

expected. 

Bachelor of Visual 

Design 

Chartered Society of 

Designers (UK) 

Same as for the Web Media Programme. 

 

National Quality Processes 

1. The NQF validation visit of the Visual Design Programme was finalized on the 19th of 

June 2019 and the qualifications of Bachelor (NQF L8) and Diploma (NQF L6) of Visual 

Design were placed on the NQF on the 26th of September 2019.  

2. The NQF placement of the BEngTech Electrical Programme is pending subject to the 

fulfillment of the BQA conditions. These conditions have been addressed by the 

Engineering School and the response has been submitted to BQA. 

3. All other EDICT Programmes have been placed on the National Qualifications 

Framework. 

Development of new EDICT Programmes 

The Engineering School has started offering the new Programme, the Bachelor of Electrical 
Engineering Technology in September 2019. The normal Programme development process was 
followed involving:  

¶ the consideration of feedback from the Curriculum Advisory Group, 
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¶ the completion of an Industry Survey regarding the market needs for the Programme, 

¶ the completion of an external validation review by a panel consisting of academics and 

industry members and 

¶ the NQF validation of the Programme with BQA (in progress). 

Furthermore, recently purchased equipment has been received and will be commissioned in future 
Electrical Labs. 

Students and Staff of the EDICT Faculty 

We are pleased to report a 9.6 % increase in the total number of students admitted into the EDICT 
Programmes in September 2019 when compared to those admitted in the previous year, i.e. 
September 2018. Also, the recruitment process is progressing at an adequate pace and more new 
faculty members are interviewed and hired in various areas of expertise.   
We are pleased to report that we maintain a relatively low student to academic staff ratio (18:1), even 
though it has increased compared to the one in September 2018 (16:1). 
Figure 1 presents the number of EDICT students across all Programmes for the last four semesters. It 
is very encouraging to notice that the student numbers have been increasing across all Programmes 
and the growth seems to be levelling off to a steady state. A sustainable number of students for each 
Programme indicates an improvement in the sustainability of the Programme. 
Figure 2 presents the number of academic staff members across all Programmes for the last three 
semesters. Notice that a Programme Manager (PM) is considered as having a 0.5 contribution towards 
teaching activities and a Head of School (HoS) is considered as having a 0.25 contribution towards 
teaching activities. It is evident that the number of academics has remained more or less constant 
while the number of students has been increasing over the past four semesters. This results in an 
increase in the student to staff ratio of the Programmes as shown in Fig. 3 and an increase in the 
teaching workloads for the academic staff members.  

 

Figure 1: Student numbers in EDICT Programmes over the last four semesters 
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Figure 2: Number of Academics across the EDICT Programmes over the last three semesters 

 
 

 

Figure 3: Student to staff ratios for the EDICT Programmes over the past three semesters 

Infrastructure and equipment  

1. The Huawei ICT Centre is currently being utilized by the ICT Programme and several 

ICT faculty members have received professional by Huawei. 

21.25

18.25

13.5

5

22.25

20.25

13.5

4

20.25 19.75

12.5

5

0

5

10

15

20

25

ICT BEngTech Web Media V. Design

Number of academics across EDICT Programmes (PM:0.5, 
HoS:0.25)

Sem 1 2018-2019 Sem 2 2018-2019 Sem 1 2019-2020

14.9

17.6 17.4
16.415.8 16.3

17.9 18.5
17.8 18.3

19.5

16

0.0

5.0

10.0

15.0

20.0

25.0

ICT BEngTech Web Media V. Design

Student to staff ratio across EDICT Programmes

Sem 1 2018-2019 Sem 2 2018-2019 Sem 1 2019-2020



 
 

10 Bahrain Polytechnic Cabinet Affairs Report 201ф 

 

2. Building 32 from the University of Bahrain has been acquired at the start of semester 

1 2019 ς 2020 and two of its spaces have been arranged as Web Media Labs. 

3. The Engineering Labs (Fluid Mechanics, Thermodynamics, Materials) are being 

commissioned with newly purchased equipment. Also, new equipment has been 

purchased and received for the Electronics and Electrical Labs.  

4. All EDICT Labs were provided with new computers in semester 2 2018 ς 2019. 

The Project Exhibitions 

ICT Project Exhibition 

The ICT Project Exhibition for Semester 2, 2018-2019 was held on the 19th of June 2019 in Bahrain 

Hall. The aim of the exhibition was to showcase the project work of 55 ICT students which was 

conducted as part of their final year industry projects. The overall feedback received by the visitors 

was that the project topics were very interesting and the quality of work was of high standard. As a 

result: 

- 96% of students were rated by their industry mentor as work ready, 

- 16 out of 40 students in the industry placement had confirmed employment during the 

exhibition event, while most of the rest were in negotiations with potential employers even 

before the semester was over. 

 
Figure 4: ICT student presenting his project during the exhibition 
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Figure 5: Students and Faculty members at the ICT Project Exhibition 

Engineering Project Exhibition 

The Engineering Project Exhibition took place on the 27th of June 2019 in Bahrain Hall. More than thirty 
4th ς year BEngTech students presented their Industrial and Research Projects concerning real ς world 
engineering applications. Through these industry-collaborative projects, the students had the 
opportunity to extend and apply their learning beyond the confines of an educational environment. 
The projects were developed in collaboration with leading industries of Bahrain such as ALBA, BAPCO, 
ASRY, GPIC, Tatweer Petroleum, BFG, BTF and covered various engineering topics such as 
sustainability, material science, simulation and modelling, biomedical engineering, robotics, 
renewable sources of energy, instrumentation, Computer ς Aided Design and Electronics Systems 
Design.  

 

Figure 6: An Engineering student presenting her project in collaboration with GPIC 
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Figure 7: Engineering students test their Robot Research Project 

Visual Design and Web Media Exhibition - Ipseity Event 

The annual Web Media and Visual Design Portfolio Exhibition took place in Bahrain Hall on Monday 

the 17th of June 2019 from 10am-4pm. The theme of ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ άIpseity ς Exhibiting 

Individualityέ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǎƘƻǿ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ŀ ǾŀǊƛŜǘȅ ƻŦ ŘŜǎƛƎƴ ŀƴŘ ŎǊŜŀǘƛǾŜ ƳŜŘƛŀ ǿƻǊƪ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ōȅ Ŧƛƴŀƭ 

year students from the Bachelor of Web Media and Bachelor of Visual Design programmes. Visual 

Design and Web Media tutors supervised and supported preparations for the exhibition throughout 

the semester, however the students themselves were also heavily involved in the organisation of the 

event, as part of their Cooperative Learning Project and final year courses. A range of creative projects 

were showcased, including graphic design, illustration, package design, websites, game development, 

audio and video production, 3D animation, motion graphics and print-based design work, as well as 

an interactive green screen booth. 

 

¢Ƙƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŦŜŀǘǳǊŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ рл ²Ŝō aŜŘƛŀ ŀƴŘ ±ƛǎǳŀƭ 5ŜǎƛƎƴ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ǇƻǊǘŦƻƭƛƻǎ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŜǾŜƴǘ 

was very well attended throughout the day by industry partners and family members, as well as staff 

and students of the Polytechnic. Both programmes promoted the event effectively via social media, 

resulting in the generation of significant online buzz and an excellent turnout of visitors. The annual 

event showcases the exceptional talent of our students and positions them as future content creators 

in the region. Both Web Media and Visual Design students presented themselves and their work 

professionally, sharing business cards and CVs while networking, and receiving highly positive 

feedback from industry experts. Several students made connections with potential employers during 

the exhibition and many were offered full-time positions by the companies where they undertook 

work placement. 
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Figure 8: Web Media and Visual Design students present their projects to the Senior Management 
Team and to industry professionals. 

 
Figure 9: Ipseity Event - Visual Design and Web Media Project Exhibition 
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Community Engagement 

The 2nd Sh. Khalid bin Hamad al Khalifa Competition for Innovation in Artificial 
Intelligence 

In collaboration with Microsoft and His Highness Sh. KƘŀƭƛŘΩǎ Media Office, Bahrain Polytechnic hosted 
the closing ceremony for the 2nd Sh. Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa Competition for Innovation in Artificial 
Intelligence at the campus on the 9th of April 2019, held under the patronage of His Highness Sh. 
Khalid bin Hamad Al Khalifa, First Deputy President of the Supreme Council for Youth and Sports and 
President of the Bahrain Athletics Association. The competition tested the participants abilities to 
create innovative projects that use one or more of the Microsoft Azure features for Artificial 
Intelligence. The participant teams, consisting of 1 to 3 members, had four weeks to work on their 
ǇǊƻǇƻǎŜŘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘΦ 9ŀŎƘ ǘŜŀƳΩǎ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ǿŀǎ ƧǳŘƎŜŘ ōȅ ŀƴ ŜǾŀƭǳŀǘƛƻƴ ǇŀƴŜƭ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŀƴ ŜȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴ ŜǾŜƴǘΦ 

 
Figure 10: Ceremony of the Sh. Khalid bin Hamad Competition for Innovation in Artificial 

Intelligence 

Tokyo Game Show 2019 

The Economic Development Board (EDB) sponsored six members of the game development 
community to represent Bahrain at the Tokyo Game Show 2019, with the help of Tamkeen. Bahrain 
Polytechnic graduates Mahmood Alsarhani and Noof Abdulla, student Omar Alshaiji, and assistant 
tutor were all present at the show that took place on the 12th of September 2019. 
Tokyo Game Show is one of the biggest gaming shows in the world in terms of scale and impact on 
the market. This visit helped put Bahrain on the map as a gateway ǘƻ ǘƘŜ aƛŘŘƭŜ 9ŀǎǘΩǎ games 
development market. It also put Bahrain Polytechnic in the picture as an educational provider of the 
necessary game development skills to enhance the game development industry in the Kingdom. 


