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Bahrain’s biggest
suq opens

A HISTORIC valley in
the Southern governorate
will host Bahrain’s big-
gest traditional market.

The 18,000sqm  suq
will open tomorrow night
at the Hunniniyah Valley,
and will feature 80 indoor
and outdoor stalls selling tra-
ditional clothing, perfumes
and scents, food and handi-
crafts.

It will be open during the
weekends from 9.30pm until
midnight, and is expected
to attract 20,000 people a
day.

The Hunniniyah Valley
Market is a joint ven-
ture between the Southern
Municipality, Southern
Municipal Council and
Southern Governorate, and
will be under the supervi-
sion of renowned Bahraini
actress Salwa Bakheet, who
was known for her role as

M Protecting
our children

SIXTY-FIVE students
attended a lecture on ways to
promote self-protection for
children.

The National Bank of Bahrain
Centre co-ordinated the event
with the Child Protection
Centre.

W 297,921 visitors

A TOTAL of 297, 921
visitors entered Bahrain
between July 4 and last
Wednesday, of whom
228,649 crossed King Fahad
Causeway, 50,919 landed

at Bahrain International
Airport and 353 arrived via
Khalifa Bin Salman Port.

Il BJA conference

PARLIAMENT chairman

Dr Khalifa Al Dhahrani will
address a Press conference
this evening at the Bahrain
Journalists’ Association (BJA)
premises in Juffair.

It has been organised

by parliament’s general
secretariat in association

with the BJA as part of its
Ramadan activities aimed

at strengthening inter-
community communication,
highlighting its
accomplishments, as well as
boosting relations between
MPs and the media.

The Press conference is also
part of a series of conferences,
symposia and seminars
throughout Ramadan in
collaboration with government
and private organisations on
topics related to youth, sports
and women.
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Um Helal.

It will also consist of a chil-
dren’s corner, a zone for the
elderly, collection boxes for
local charities, and a large tent
where department store Ramez,
will sell its items for half price.

A special gargaoun celebra-
tion will also be held.

The new market is report-
edly larger than the Isa Town
Traditional Market, which only
covers an area of 12,000sqm.

Details about the open-
ing ceremony, which will be
held under the patronage of
Municipalities and Agriculture
Affairs Minister Dr Juma Al
Ka’abi, were announced yes-
terday during a Press confer-
ence at the municipality’s
headquarters in West Riffa.

“Most merchants have pro-
ductive families so they are
busy with other events and

festivities throughout the week
so having them showcase their
products on a daily basis would
be difficult,” said municipal-
ity director-general Asem
Abdullatif.

“Taking the Isa Town
Traditional Market experience
to just the weekends is more
appealing and attracts more
business.

“At the moment, exhibit-
ing products is free and we
want to attract as many mer-
chants as possible to the mar-
ket, which is also located in
a unique historic natural
site in the middle of the gov-
ernorate.”

He said setting up the stalls
has cost the municipality
BD25,000, which is expected
to increase with added expens-
es such as lighting and other
facilities.

Council chairman Mohsin Al
Bakri said the market was three
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B At the Press conference are, from left, Mr Al Mannai, Mr Al Nuaimi, Mr Abdullatif and

years in the making.

“We are very proud the mar-
ket will now open to the public
after three years of waiting and
our aim is to make it perma-
nent,” he said.

“But, it will follow the sea-
sons system as there has to be
a rest period for merchants and
for us to evaluate things.

“The 20,000 people expected
daily is a huge number, but we
are ready.”

He said special steps were
built to take people from the
parking area into the valley.

Mr Al Bakri

“We also have plans to
construct a walkway sur-
rounding the valley to allow
people to exercise and see
the attractions below.”

Deputy Governor Faisal
Al Nuaimi said officials will
evaluate the market after six
months.

“We need two seasons to
evaluate the market and the
issue is not about it being suc-
cessful, it is how to accom-
modate more than the 20,000
people expected a day and
coming up with attractions

that match the month
and weather,” he said.

“Police, firemen, para-
medics, and municipal
and health inspectors will
be present at the location
from the moment it opens
at 9.30pm until closure at
midnight.”

Prizes, competitions and
children’s games will also
be organised, said munici-
pality financial and admin-
istrative affairs director
Hassan Al Mannai.
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B Sixty-five Bahraini employees of the Crowne
Plaza Hotel are undergoing training in the English
language. It is being conducted by Al Mashreq
Training, which will provide sessions to the
hotel’s new English Academy for two months.
It aims to improve the skills and effectiveness

of the hotel’s Bahraini staff. Participants
will receive a certificate at the e

end of the course provided by the
London Chamber of Commerce

and Industrial English Course.
Right, participants receiving g%
certificates after finishing

the first level of the course.
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Skills chance

B Two Bahrain Polytechnic
students were awarded

a summer internship at
Servcorp Bahrain. Third
year business students
Zahra Isa Al Oraibi and
Henna Abdullatif Ansari
were selected for a
six-week marketing
programme. Right, from
left, Servcorp Bahrain
country manager Hadeel
Hassan, Ms Al Oraibi, Ms
Ansari, Servcorp Bahrain
sales and marketing
manager Heather Longden
and Bahrain Polytechnic
official Patrick Rennell.




